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bellion, which, uncontrolled, might involve the
whole of his valuable Syrian possessions in
flames. Hoshea was altogether disappointed in
his expectation of help from Egypt and was left
to meet his fate alone. The reserve of the biblical
sources has told us nothing of the efforts of Hoshea
against the forces of the Assyrians. From the
order of the narrative we are probably justified in
the inference that he left his capital with an army
to meet the advance of the forces of Shalmaneser.
He was, however, overwhelmed, captured, and
probably taken to Assyria Shalmaueser had
now an open way to the city of Samaria, which
he had determined to destroy as the penalty for
its rebellion. The execution of this plan was not
so easy as the conquest and capture of the king.
Samaria prepared for a siege. There is something
heroic in the very thought. It was surrounded
and hemmed in by territory over which it had
once ruled in undisputed sway, but which had
long been controlled by Assyrian governors and
filled with Assyrian colonists. As Shalmaneser
advanced closer he would, of course, destroy and
lay waste everything about the city which might
have furnished any aid or comfort to it. From
the villages and towns thus destroyed the people
would flock into the capital until it was crowded.
The people of Samaria may have hoped for help
from Egypt, watching with sick hearts for signs of
an approaching army of succor. They knew what
surrender meant in the loss of their city, and in
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